An analysis of the concept of risk.
The meaning of the word "risk" has changed throughout history. Once a neutral term, risk has come to represent a combination of probability and something adverse or dangerous. Phenomena that were previously referred to as hazards, dangers, or uncertainties are now labeled as risks. Although risk touches every aspect of health and human welfare, the dimensions of risk as conceptualized in the fields of epidemiology, nursing science, medical science, and lay health are qualitatively different. Risk has not been examined as a concept in nursing literature or research, although risk and related terms are defined in a few nursing textbooks. Using the evolutionary method of concept analysis, risk is examined as a concept. This analysis was undertaken to define and clarify the concept and dimensions of risk as they relate to risk for disease. A sound understanding of risk as a concept is critical for developing an empirical knowledge base in nursing and directing nursing research examining issues related to risk for developing diseases such as cancer.